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PER CURIAM: Russell W. Rice appeals the post-conviction relief court's denial
of his claim for ineffective assistance of counsel. On appeal, Rice claims his
counsel was ineffective for failing to conduct an independent investigation of the
alleged murder weapon found in Rice's vehicle. We affirm pursuant to Rule
220(b), SCACR, and the following authorities: Strickland v. Washington, 466 U.S.
668, 687 (1984) (stating to prove trial counsel was ineffective, the defendant must
show (1) trial counsel's performance was deficient and (2) the deficiency
prejudiced the defendant); Lounds v. State, 380 S.C. 454, 462, 670 S.E.2d 646, 650
(2008) (stating when trial counsel has a valid reason for employing a certain
strategy, it is not deemed to be ineffective assistance of counsel); Frasier v. State,
306 S.C. 158, 160-61, 410 S.E.2d 572, 573 (1991) (holding trial counsel's failure to
procure an expert witness was not unreasonable under prevailing professional
norms where counsel vigorously cross-examined and attacked the accuracy of the
evidence); Cherry v. State, 300 S.C. 115, 119, 386 S.E.2d 624, 626 (1989) (holding
the appropriate scope of review is that any evidence of probative value is sufficient
to support the findings of the PCR court).

AFFIRMED.

HUFF, SHORT, and KONDUROQOS, JJ., concur.





