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PER CURIAM: On September 25, 2012, Sofia, Michael, Pierceton, and Faith
Mazell filed a complaint and motion for a restraining order against William
McFarland for harassment and stalking. On October 12, 2012, the magistrates



court held a hearing and issued a restraining order effective until April 12, 2013.
Thereafter, the circuit court affirmed the magistrates court's order. McFarland now
appeals to this court, arguing the circuit court erred in affirming the restraining
order. Because the restraining order expired on April 12, 2013, we find a ruling on
the issues pending before this court will have no practical effect on the parties.
Accordingly, we dismiss' the appeal as moot. See Curtis v. State, 345 S.C. 557,
567, 549 S.E.2d 591, 596 (2001) ("An appellate court will not pass on moot and
2015controversy."); id. ("A case becomes moot when judgment, if rendered, will
have no practical legal effect upon [the] existing controversy." (internal quotation
marks and citation omitted)).

APPEAL DISMISSED.

FEW, C.J., and HUFF and WILLIAMS, JJ., concur.

! We decide this case without oral argument pursuant to Rule 215, SCACR.



