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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Supreme Court

In the Matter of Michael Demorris Brown, Respondent.

Appellate Case No. 2018-001657

Opinion No. 27852
Submitted November 13, 2018 — Filed December 5, 2018

PUBLIC REPRIMAND

John S. Nichols, Disciplinary Counsel, and William C.
Campbell, Senior Assistant Disciplinary Counsel, of
Columbia, for Office of Disciplinary Counsel.

Michael Demorris Brown, of Spartanburg, Pro Se.

PER CURIAM: In this attorney disciplinary matter, respondent and the Office
of Disciplinary Counsel (ODC) have entered into an Agreement for Discipline by
Consent (Agreement) pursuant to Rule 21 of the Rules for Lawyer Disciplinary
Enforcement (RLDE) contained in Rule 413 of the South Carolina Appellate Court
Rules (SCACR). In the Agreement, respondent admits misconduct and consents to
the imposition of a confidential admonition or a public reprimand. We accept the
Agreement and issue a public reprimand.

Facts

The complaint against respondent stems from respondent's late responses to initial
inquiries in ten disciplinary investigations. Respondent asserts his late responses
to the investigations were due to internal mail delivery problems in the business
center where he is located. Respondent contends the mail delivery problems
resulted in delays in receiving mail from ODC. ODC notes respondent has



previously received a confidential admonition for similar conduct and took
remedial steps to ensure the internal mail problems did not occur again. However,
the problems resurfaced. Respondent acknowledges it is his responsibility to make
sure he receives his mail in a timely manner. Accordingly, respondent notes he has
obtained a post office box and will check the post office box in a timely manner in
order to ensure these issues do not arise again.

Additionally, respondent admits he failed to communicate with his clients in a
timely manner because of staffing issues. However, he asserts he has corrected
these issues. ODC notes its investigation has not shown any additional misconduct
relating to the underlying matters.

Law

Respondent admits that by his conduct he has violated the following provisions of
the Rules of Professional Conduct, Rule 407, SCACR: Rule 1.4 (communication)

and Rule 8.1(b) (knowingly failing to respond to a lawful demand for information
from a disciplinary authority).

Respondent also admits he has violated Rule 7(a), RLDE, Rule 413, SCACR (a
violation of the Rules of Professional Conduct constitutes a ground for discipline).

Conclusion

We find respondent's misconduct warrants a public reprimand. Accordingly, we
accept the Agreement and publicly reprimand respondent for his misconduct.
Respondent shall complete the Legal Ethics and Practice Program Ethics School
within one year of the date of this opinion. Additionally, within thirty days of the
date of this opinion, respondent shall pay the costs incurred in the investigation and
prosecution of this matter by ODC and the Commission on Lawyer Conduct.

PUBLIC REPRIMAND.

KITTREDGE, Acting Chief Justice, HEARN, FEW and JAMES, JJ., concur.
BEATTY, C.J., not participating.
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THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
In The Supreme Court

First Citizens Bank and Trust Company, Inc.,
Respondent,

V.

Park at Durbin Creek, LLC; Kenneth E. Clifton; and
Linda G. Whiteman; Defendants,

Of whom Park at Durbin Creek, LLC and Kenneth E.
Clifton are the Petitioners.

Appellate Case No. 2017-000979

ON WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO THE COURT OF APPEALS

Appeal From Laurens County
Eugene C. Griffith, Jr., Circuit Court Judge

Opinion No. 27853
Heard November 28, 2018 — Filed December 5, 2018

CERTIORARI DISMISSED AS IMPROVIDENTLY
GRANTED

James Calhoun Pruitt, Jr. and Joshua Brent Raffini, both
of Pruitt & Pruitt, of Anderson, for Petitioners.
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James H. Cassidy, Ella S. Barbery, and Joseph O. Smith,
all of Roe Cassidy Coates & Price, PA, of Greenville, for
Respondent.

PER CURIAM: We granted petitioners' joint petition for a writ of certiorari to
review the decision of the Court of Appeals in First Citizens Bank and Trust
Company v. Park at Durbin Creek, LLC, 419 S.C. 333, 797 S.E.2d 409 (Ct. App.
2017). We now dismiss the writ as improvidently granted.

DISMISSED AS IMPROVIDENTLY GRANTED.

BEATTY, C.J., KITTREDGE, HEARN, FEW and JAMES, JJ., concur.
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The Supreme Court of South Carolina

In the Matter of Jarrett Skipper Calder, Respondent.

Appellate Case No. 2018-001670

ORDER

Respondent has submitted a Motion to Resign in Lieu of Discipline pursuant to
Rule 35 of the Rules for Lawyer Disciplinary Enforcement (RLDE) contained in
Rule 413 of the South Carolina Appellate Court Rules. In light of Respondent's
serious misconduct which demonstrates an unfitness to practice law, we grant the
Motion to Resign in Lieu of Discipline. In accordance with the provisions of Rule
35, RLDE, Respondent "acknowledges that disciplinary counsel can prove" the
allegations of misconduct. Moreover, Rule 35 provides Respondent's resignation
shall be permanent, and he will never be eligible to apply, and will not be
considered, for admission or reinstatement to the practice of law or for any limited
practice of law in South Carolina.

Within fifteen (15) days of the date of this order, Respondent shall file an affidavit
with the Clerk of Court showing that he has complied with Rule 30, RLDE, and
shall also surrender his Certificate of Admission to Practice Law to the Clerk of
Court.

s/ Donald W. Beatty ClJ.
s/ John W. Kittredge J.
s/ Kaye G. Hearn J.
s/ John Cannon Few J.
s/ George C. James, Jr. J.

Columbia, South Carolina
November 29, 2018
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